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  Group Newsletter – Winter 2017/8 
We would like to wish our children, parents/carers and team members a happy and 
healthy New Year. We hope everyone had a lovely time with their families over the 
Christmas break. 

                       
 
Thank you 
 
Our team would like to say a huge thank you to all of our parents/carers and children for 
the really generous presents that were brought in for us all at Christmas time. Other than 
those intended specifically for individual team members, the presents were shared out 
equally among all of the team, including our housekeepers, cooks and maintenance 
team, we are really grateful for all of your generosity and kindness.  
 
Team Christmas Party  
 
We all really enjoyed our Christmas Party in December which over 150 members attended 
at The Red Hall Hotel in Bury. We organised the night as a massive thank you for all of the 
hard work and commitment shown by all of our team throughout the year and everyone 
had a great time.   
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Everyone had great fun in the photo booth and danced the night away on the 
dancefloor.  We even got a rare photo of our nursery owner/directors Paul, Jo and Andy 
altogether too!   
 

 
 
Christmas Appeal   
 
Thanks again to those who supported a Bury charity, Porch Boxes, and Freedom Church 
by collecting food items and toys for Christmas hampers for those in need and to help 
stock food banks to provide support for people who have little access to emergency food 
in the Bury area. 
 
We were thrilled with the response to the appeal and collected hundreds of items which 
were put to good use providing food and presents to families and children who would be 
otherwise waking up on Christmas morning with nothing. 
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The photograph shows children and team members at our Tottington nursery with just a 
selection of the donated items. 
 

 
 

Spots Day for Children in Need  
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in Children in Need’s Spots Day. All of the children 
looked great and our team made a big effort as well, a fun day all around. Pudsey Bear visited 
all of the children and the best thing is that the five nurseries raised over £600 for such a great 
cause.     
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NMT Nursery Awards – Nursery Recruitment Initiative Award 
 
We were delighted for our entire team, especially our Central Support Team who are key in 
recruiting and looking after our fabulous team, to have won the NMT Nursery Recruitment 
Initiative Award 2017. Mulberry Bush were also one of only three organisations shortlisted for the 
Nursery Employer of the Year Award. 
 
The award was presented to us by Ben Fogle at an awards ceremony in London on Saturday 
25th November 2017.  It was collected by Jo, Emma, Shouna,  Stacey, Sharon and Gemma. 
 
 

   
 
 
Parents’ evening  
 
It seems like a long time ago but each nursery held a Parents’ Evening in November last year. 
The evening was really well attended and hopefully you enjoyed the opportunity to speak to 
your child’s key person, discuss their development and have a look at their learning journeys.  
Many parents/carers also used the evening to look around the other units and meet other 
members of the team.  
 
We wanted to say a big thank you to all of our team for their hard work in making the night a 
big success, especially after a busy day at work. Thank you also to all of you who took time to 
complete a questionnaire. The feedback you gave us was overwhelmingly positive which is 
always nice to read – we make sure that all of our team have opportunity to read the 
completed questionnaires as it’s lovely to receive praise!  
 
The questionnaires also gave you a chance to ask a question or raise a point which you may 
not have done previously. Our management team have been through all of the forms and 
should now have responded and acted on any suggestions made in the questionnaire 
responses, unless you did not add you name to the form. However, please never wait for 
parents evenings to raise any issues or niggles you might have, we’re always keen to listen to 
any comments or suggestions our parents may have and it’s much better to speak to us rather 
than dwell on a small issue which can turn into a worry.  
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Parent first aid training course 
  
We have previously organised a number of parent first aid training courses with the trainer who 
runs the courses for our team. First aid is a crucial skill for everyone who either works with or is in 
contact with babies and young children, and we know that it’s difficult to find first aid courses 
aimed at parents. 
 
We have been able to offer this course for £20 per person so please let us know if you’d like to 
join us at our Dumers Lane nursery on Tuesday 23rd January at 7 – 9pm. There are still a number 
of places available on this course so please speak to a member of your nursery management 
team if you would like to attend. We plan to hold another course for parents at our Walshaw 
nursery in September. 
 

     
 
Facebook 
 
We are about to start work on a new nursery website which should be a lot 
easier to view on a mobile or tablet. Our nursery Facebook page has 
proved to be a brilliant way to communicate information to our parents.  
Lots of the information in this newsletter has already been on our 
Facebook page, so apologies for any repetition! If you are on Facebook 
and not already following our page, please do so.  Search for Mulberry 
Bush Nursery Group!                          
 

 

Vacancies  

Despite a large number of children leaving to start school in September, our nurseries currently 
only have limited vacancies.  If you are expecting a baby and would like a place for them at 
nursery, could we suggest that you complete and return an enrolment form, as soon as 
possible, to give you the best chance of securing a place at the time of year that you require.   

New Year, new menu! 

As a childcare provider we are very aware of the issues and concerns surrounding tooth 
decay in children under 5. The statistics issued by Bury Council last year showed 1 in 5 three 
year olds in Bury have evidence of decayed, missing or filled teeth.  

http://www.bluemoz.com/follow-us-on-facebook-whats-the-reason-to-do-this/
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Last year with support and recommendation from the Bury Oral Health Promotion Team our 
Whitefield and Tottington nurseries started the ‘Brush Bus' tooth brushing scheme and our 
Dumers Lane nursery will be starting the scheme later this month. The aim of the scheme is to 
help make tooth brushing more fun and to increase the children’s exposure to fluoride. 

    

With a team of five amazing chefs and input from our Senior Manager we have always been 
proud of our menu and the great variety of foods we offer our children. Our recipes have 
always been tasty, nutritious, low in salt and sugar but we have just reviewed the menu and 
made a significant change to the desserts which we offer. Now the majority of desserts are 
yoghurt and fruit with a homemade sugar-free cake (banana and blueberry or apple and 
carrot) served only once a week. This not only helps to protect their teeth but helps with other 
aspects of their lives, such as health, growth and development.       

In conjunction with reviewing our menu, we have also updated our 
Specific Dietary Requirement Policy to reflect the fact we are now a 
‘NUT FREE’ nursery. We have a large number of children who have 
food allergies, some of which are life threatening so we have taken 
the decision to stop serving birthday cakes. This will help eliminate 
the risk of a child coming into contact with a food they should not 
have and it also ties in with the current scheme to improve dental 
health. Please pick up a copy of the new menu or policy when you 
are next in nursery 

 

Winter weather  
 
The children love it when it snows and it gives our team lots of ideas for exciting activities with 
the children but it also comes with its own challenges. We will do our very best to clear 
pavements, paths and car parks to help you get into the nursery buildings. We have snow 
shovels and bags of grit salt at the ready!  
 
A large number of our team live within walking distance of nursery and we have never 
opened late or been forced to close because of the weather, so unless there is an 
unprecedented snowfall, we will be open!  
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Can you please make sure your child has a warm coat, hat, scarf and gloves at nursery. It 
would also be great if they could be labelled with your child’s name so they don’t get mixed 
up. We do have spare pairs of wellies but feel free to bring in your child’s from home (again, 
with their name inside). 
 
Refurbishments 

We completed a number of large projects in 2017 and have more projects scheduled for this 
year. Some will be planned into the Easter break and other bank holiday weekends as some of 
these jobs can only be done when the nursery is closed. With five nurseries and seven buildings 
there’s always something to be done! Other smaller repairs and maintenance projects are 
completed as soon as possible. Any safety issues are always prioritised and dealt with first by 
our own full time maintenance team. If you have any suggestions about improvements to your 
nursery please speak to a member of the team. 

Thank you!                                                                

We care very much about the nurseries and all of the children in our care and are constantly 
striving to provide the best care we can! 
 
If you have any ideas or suggestions of things we could do differently or better, please don’t 
hesitate to bring those to any of us.   
 
All members of the team will always be happy to talk to you, and please don’t forget that you 
are always welcome to contact any member of management or the directors with any 
queries or questions.  All of our contact details shown on the next page. 
 
Contact details 
 
Dumers Lane Nursery 
 
 

0161 672 3338 Emergency contact no: 07517 153 955 
(should landline be out of action) 
dumers@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 

mailto:dumers@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
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Tottington Nursery  
 

01204 88 5656 Emergency contact no: 07542 137 531 
(should landline be out of action) 
tottington@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 

Walshaw Nursery 
 

0161 797 3788 Emergency contact no: 07542 117 942 
(should landline be out of action) 
walshaw@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 

Whitefield Nursery  
 

0161 766 5742 Emergency contact no: 07512 793 751 
(should landline be out of action) 
whitefield@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 

Walmersley Nursery 
 

0161 761 0150 Emergency contact no: 07512 788 201 
(should landline be out of action) 
walmersley@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 

Senior Manager  07807 216 415 
 

Stacey Kenyon  
stacey.kenyon@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 
 

Directors 
 

0161 761 0127 Jo -  07872 464 283 
jo.kinloch@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 
Paul - 07919 921 673 
paul.robinson@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 
 
Andy - 07723 054 414 
andy.robinson@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk 

 

mailto:tottington@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:walshaw@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:whitefield@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:almersley@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:stacey.kenyon@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:jo.kinloch@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:paul.robinson@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk
mailto:andy.robinson@mulberrybush-nursery.co.uk

